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Welcome to the Butler Area Hockey Association.  As with all organizations it is necessary to have rules and guidelines in which the members must adhere to continue participation in.  This handbook will include rules and guidelines from the Butler Area Hockey Association, Butler Area School District, PIHL and USA Hockey.  Please take the time to go through and read this handbook so that your participation is not impacted.

Objectives

To build and provide a competitive hockey program to represent the Butler Area School District and community.  The program will focus and stress fundamentals and values that can be used in all future endeavors through
· Commitment

· Dedication

· Perseverance

· Positive Attitude

· Sportsmanship

· Teamwork

Team Objectives

Varsity: 

· Play to win, Ice time earned

JV: 

· More competitive, develop players for Varsity through more advanced  program strategies, earned equal ice time

Freshmen:

· Develop skills, stress fundamentals, install program basic strategies, earned equal ice time

Earned Equal Ice Time:

· Players that work hard at practice, despite skills or lack of skills, and regularly attend practices and games shall receive as equal of ice time during a game as possible.  Exception: JV and Freshmen teams can shorten the bench and try to secure a win in the last half of the 3rd period.
Player Guidelines & Rules

These guidelines and rules are meant to be all inclusive and thus include summer leagues, extended season, regular season, tournaments, practices and events when players represent the Butler Area Hockey Association (BAHA) and when they are under the direction of its approved coaching staff.  Please note that the coaches, with Board approval, may alter these guidelines for summer league play, especially with such areas as the dress code, mandatory attendance and the like.  Players will be notified if changes have been made.

1. Proper attire is to be worn to games (Varsity, JV and Freshmen) Navy blue collared shirts, Khaki pants and Dressy shoes.  No JEANS, No FLIP FLOPS
2. Players are to report on time for all scheduled on and off ice activities and to report to the locker room 30 mins. prior to scheduled events.  (If a situation arises where that commitment can not be met please call your Coach or Team Manager).

3. Unexcused absences from practices or games will result in disciplinary action pending further review:  (1 period  --- 1 game suspension) at the discretion of the coaching staff.  (An unexcused absence is any absence that has not been reported to the coaching staff prior to that scheduled event).

4. Players must wear all required equipment during practices and games in accordance with the safety standards set forth in the PIHL Playing Rules.  Equipment must be USA Hockey approved.

5. Players are to conduct themselves as adults while representing their team, BAHA and the Butler Area School District.

6. Disruptive behavior, profanity, horseplay, bench misconduct and harassment are not permitted.  The head coach shall determine when such behavior is serious enough to warrant disciplinary action.

7. Fighting is not permitted among team members, opposing team players, or spectators inside or outside of the ice arena.  The head coach shall determine when such behavior is serious enough to warrant disciplinary action.

8. Hazing or any form of player initiation (commonly known as hazing) is not permitted.  (ex. Helmets & Gloves)  If, after a thorough investigation under the direction of the head coach, it has been determined that hazing has occurred, the player and his parents must present a statement to the Board before any final action is taken.  Because hazing is viewed as a very serious offense involving the welfare and safety of other players, the penalty may range from long term suspension (e.g., up to 10 games) to dismissal from the team for the remainder of the season.

9. Theft or abuse of locker rooms, arena property, league property, or any other personal property is not permitted.  After an investigation has been completed and if such an act has occurred the parents will be held liable for restitution and the player will assessed a suspension.
10. Use of photo taking devices prohibited from the locker room.  (This include camera phones)

11. Prohibition of Anabolic Steroids.  You are prohibited from using anabolic steroids, except when prescribed by a physician for a valid medical purpose.  Bodybuilding, muscle enhancement, increasing muscle enhancement, increasing muscle bulk or strength or the enhancement of athletic ability is not a valid medical purpose.  Violation will fall under the Butler Area School District guidelines on page 10.                                                              
12. As a member of the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Hockey League, BAHA shall follow its rules in regards to possession or use of tobacco, alcohol or illegal narcotic drugs.  These PIHL rules are listed on page 9.  BAHA’s responsibility shall be to enforce the rules as assessed and as directed by the PIHL officials, including the league’s directives regarding suspensions pending hearings and the like. 

13. Although the PIHL rules apply to its league’s games or any other league sanctioned or tournament games, BAHA has determined that it shall also apply these same situations and circumstances for any other games including summer league, extended season, tournaments, practices and events in which the players represent the Butler Area Hockey Association and when they are under the direction of its approved coaching staff.

· Any participant found under the influence of alcohol or illegal narcotic drugs of any kind shall be immediately ejected from the game or practice or event and suspended from BAHA ice hockey for the remainder of BAHA’s fiscal year  (May 31— no refunds).

· Any participant found to have in his or her possession alcoholic beverages or illegal narcotic drugs within the confines of the arena- - before, during or after a game, practice or event shall not be permitted to participate in any further BAHA ice hockey activities for the remainder of BAHA’s fiscal year  (May 31— no refunds).

· Any participant found using any type of tobacco products on or within the  confines of the arena property--  before, during or after a game, practice or event – shall be suspended for the remainder of the activity and for the next scheduled game.

Upon verification by the respective head coach of each team that this rule has been violated, the head coach shall:


· Immediately notify the board president or one of the vice presidents who in turn will notify the other board members.

· Further investigate the matter and make a full report to the board.

· If the facts are substantiated, immediately suspend the player from all activities associated with BAHA hockey and written notification will be issued as to the term of the suspension.

All discipline (including practice suspensions) and game suspensions imposed by BAHA shall be shall be handled in accordance with the Bylaws of BAHA. See, Article 12, Section 8.”

Season Ending Infractions
For Suspensions that can not be carried-over to the next hockey season

· Player will not be permitted to attend the hockey banquet or be eligible to receive any player awards or gifts.

· Any refunds due to the player will be retained by BAHA not to exceed the amount for any season-ending fines to the player and, if this amount does not cover the total costs, the player will be assessed the full costs of any penalties.

· Reminder to Seniors:  USA Hockey rules are also in effect for such incidents and may result in ice hockey sanctions after high school graduation.

Coach and Parental Conduct

Parental Conduct: 
· Any parent, guardian or responsible individual in charge of a player who abuses, either verbally or physically, a player, coach, game official, minor official, parent or spectator could result in the PIHL and or BAHA issuing permanent disbarment from future games.

· USA Hockey rules require a 24 hour “cooling off “ period before contacting a coach after a game.  If there is a disagreement or dispute between coaches, players and/or parents initial concerns should be directed to the Vice President of Players.  Which will lead to the following course of action

· VP of Players & VP of coaches will consult with coach/coaches in hopes of coming to a resolution.

· If necessary coach/coaches and the Board will convene to determine course of action.

· Parents and players have the right to appeal any disciplinary action before the BAHA board.

Academic & Eligibility Requirements

1. A Student must be enrolled in a school and be in full time attendance.  Attendance policies will be the same as those required by the Butler Area School District.

2. You MUST be in school before 10:45 a.m. to be eligible to practice, compete or tryout on that given day.  Exceptions can only be made by the building principal or his/her designee and prior notice must be given whenever possible.

3. If you are suspended from school, in or out, you are NOT eligible to practice or compete until the suspension is concluded: the duration of the suspension will include weekends and vacation days (example: if you are suspended Friday and including the following Monday, you are not eligible to compete or practice that Saturday or Sunday during that weekend.

4. You MUST be passing at least four full-credit subjects of the equivalent as of each Friday during the grading period or the previous grading period.  If you fail to fail to meet this requirement, you will lose your eligibility for the following Sunday through Saturday.  You will remain ineligible until you meet this requirement.  If it is from the preceding grading period, you will be ineligible for a period of 15 days.

5. If you are absent from school during a semester for a total of 20 or more school days, you will lose your eligibility until you are in attendance for a total of 45 school days following your 20th day of absence.  This carries over to the next semester, even after summer.  Regardless of the reason, when you are not present in school, this absence counts towards the 20 days.

6. A Student must be under nineteen years of age at the time of the contest, unless the nineteenth birthday occurs on or after July 1st of the current school year.  In this case the student is eligible for the balance of the school year.

7. Semester eligibility begins when the student enters ninth grade for the first time.  A Student is only eligible during their first two semesters per grade level attained, for a maximum of 8 participating semesters throughout their 9th through 12th grade history.  

Example

Grade in school

Eligibility

9th


  Eligible


10th


  Eligible


11th


  Eligible


11th (repeated)

Not Eligible


12th


  Eligible

8. A player must be in good financial standing with the organization to be eligible to compete.

9. Physical Examination:  A student must have passed a physical examination for the current season.  Record of the exam must be on file with the Butler Area Hockey Association.
10. A player can not hit the ice for tryouts, practice or games without a parent or guardian completing a consent form and having a current USA Hockey registration.
Appeals
In the event that a ruling is made by the PIHL that affects a player or coach the following steps are to be followed to submit an appeal.

· Request an appeal form and fill out the form, including a written detailed description, explaining the reason for requesting an appeal.

· Attend the regularly scheduled monthly board meeting or during the regular season contact a board member to request a special board meeting.

· Formally present the appeal request at the board meeting.  Failure to present the appeal will result in no action by the board.

· The board will discuss the merit of the appeal.  If the appeal is approved to proceed it will be submitted to the PIHL by the President or Registrar.

The Butler Area Hockey Association Board usually meets the 3rd Monday or Tuesday of every month at either Ice Connection during the season, Panera Bread or the Butler High School Cafeteria Teacher’s Lounge.  The meeting location is posted on the website and is based on availability during the off season.  Your attendance and support is essential to the continued existence of the organization.
8. Condition of Players, Team and League Officials 

8.1. Condition of Participants: The following rule applies to all league games and any sanctioned or tournament games (including State Play-offs, All-Stars, or Team Pittsburgh). 

8.I.A. Any participant, which includes players, team officials or league officials, found under the influence of: or found to have in their possession, alcohol or illegal narcotic drugs of any kind before, during, or immediately after a game, shall be immediately ejected from the game. He/she shall be automatically suspended from the League pending a hearing in front of the League Discipline Board. 

8.I.B. Any participant, which includes players, team officials, or league officials, found using any type of tobacco product within the confines of the arena before, during, or immediately after a game shall be suspended for the remainder of the game. He/she shall be automatically suspended from the League pending a hearing in front of the League Discipline Board. 

8.2. Injured Players: USA Hockey rules are to be followed with respect to an injured player; however, it is emphasized that in a case where it is obvious that a player has sustained a serious injury, the Referee and/or Linesman shall stop play immediately. 

8.2.A. Treatment of Players: If an on-ice game official determines a player has sustained an injury or is ill, whether or not that determination causes a stoppage of play, the attending Emergency Medical Technician shall assess the player to determine the nature of the injury or illness, provide appropriate treatment and determine whether or not the player may return to the game. No person may deny or prohibit assessment by the attending Emergency Medical Technician in a location of their choice. If the Emergency Medical Technician determines the player in his or her sole opinion is not capable of safely participating in the game, then the player shall be deemed an ineligible player until he or she complies with the recommendation and/or treatment prescribed by the Emergency Medical Technician or the game ends, whichever first occurs. 

PIHL 2006-07 Playing Rules

Approved changes as 8/8/07

5.   Prohibition of Anabolic Steroids





Any pupil directly or indirectly involved in a school-related athletic program is prohibited from using anabolic steroids, except for a valid medical purpose. Bodybuilding, muscle enhancement, increasing muscle enhancement, increasing muscle bulk or strength or the enhancement of athletic ability is not a valid medical purpose.

This prohibition includes but will not be limited to varsity athletes, student trainers, and cheerleaders.

Violation of this policy concerning anabolic steroids will mean:

a.
For a first violation, as reported to and verified by the districts school physician, suspension       from school athletics for the remainder of the season.

b.   For a second violation, as reported to and verified by the district’s school physician, suspension from school athletics for the remainder of the season and for the following season.

c.   For a third violation, as reported to and verified by the district’s school physician, permanent suspension from school athletics.

No student shall be eligible to resume participation in school athletics unless there has been a medical determination that no residual evidence of steroids exists. The Board may require participation in a drug counseling, rehabilitation, testing or other program as a condition of reinstatement into a school athletic program.
Butler Area School District
Varsity Awards

The following criteria must be met by each player in order to qualify for a Varsity Letter as a member of the Butler Hockey team.

1. A player must have participated in one half (1/2) of the regular season, P.I.H.L. scheduled, Varsity Team game periods.  This does not include game periods that are the result of the post season play off schedule.

2. A player who is moved up from the Junior Varsity (JV) Team to the Varsity Team, at any time during the regular season, can qualify for a Varsity Letter if they have participated in one half (1/2) of the regular season, P.I.H.L. scheduled, Varsity Team game periods.  This does not include game periods that are the result of the post season play off schedule.
3. A player who is transferred from the Junior Varsity (JV)T roster to the Varsity Team roster at any time up to the half way point of the regular P.I.H.L. season, can qualify for a Varsity Letter if they have participated in one half (1/2) of the remaining regular season, P.I.H.L. scheduled, Varsity Team game periods.  This does not include game periods that are the result of the post season play off schedule.

Varsity Awards:


First Award:

Letter and Gold Pin (if available)

Second Award:
Gold Bar Pin, Sports Patch (if available)


Third Award:

Gold Bar Pin


Fourth Award:

Gold Bar Pin

Butler Area Hockey Association
Player’s/Parent’s Handbook

Agreement:

We, the undersigned, have read the Player’s/Parent’s Handbook and understand the Rules and Guidelines set forth by the Butler Area Hockey Association, Butler Area School District, PIHL and USA Hockey for the current season and do hereby agree to the terms as stated.  If this document is not signed and submitted by September 15th  to the coach or team manager, the player will not be eligible to participate until it is submitted.

Player: __________________________________Date: ________

Parent/Guardian: __________________________Date: ________

Please detach and return this completed form to the coach or team manager by September 18, 2011.
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